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STRANGE BEHAVIOR OF THE 8LIPPER0

Bynopsls While In the little French town of Vevajr where the staid
proper spinster who tells the story la spending a vacation she Is asked to
allow a young girl Claire do Ravenol to lie her companion back to the United
States Although forming an attachment to the girl tho heroine takes a dislike
to Monsieur de Ravenol Claires father and declines On tho boat she finds
Claire In the care of a casual acquaintance Mrs Delarlo whom ahe had met
whllo each was purchasing a pair of slippers exactly alike which figure largely
In subsequent events

CHAPTER II Continued
2

Well of course 1 lindut mennt nny
thlng so serious ns that when 1 spoke
but peeing that she was cry much In
earnest I let It puss untl told her the
story of the ring It Is n pleasantly
romantic tale the curious esqnpes from
perils nnd sudden deaths coincident to
the rings possession giving you the
feeling that Its lucky

Mrs Delnrto listened and when 1

had finished she hurst out Im mad
over gems simply mad I Its been the
dream of my life to own them In hand
fuls Vou cant Imagine the Influence
they have over me I could sing I
could dance They thrill me through
nnd through People dont generally
think It but gems nre alive

We had some discussion on this
rather flippant on my pert and It was
this Incident that started us talking
gems and gem value a subject that
had been my pet delight since child ¬

hood when I learned the story of tho
ring that was one day to be my own
A few days later she came to my
stateroom with a very mysterious nlr
said she had some stones she would
like to have me value for her and pro ¬

duced a package of topazes She said
she had bought them lti a little town
In Belgium

1 ran them through my hands held
n few to tho light and In less than
sixty seconds told her they were woith
from ninety cents to a dollar apiece

She was In high feather oer It say ¬

ing shed paid only a franc each for
them She nest asked me to appraise
the diamonds In a ring she wore I
gave her the value of the stones nnd
the probable price that had been pnltl
for It She appeared so much Im ¬

pressed by my knowledge that she flat ¬

teringly said as she rose lo leave me
Ill know where to come If I ever

need expert opinion on stones and I
may some day

I didnt think anything of this at the
time people always say It to mo out
of politeness and I no more expected
her to call on me as a gem expert
than I looked for her to cnll me as n
physician or a lawyer or anything that
I professionally wasnt She knew I
was a writer for I was pegging nwuy
nt Belgian Bywajs as hard ns ever
I could to get It ready In tlmo for
Blanks magazine so much that I had
to tell Cltilre frankly she mustnt both ¬

er me while I wns working I remem ¬

ber that I was quite sharp to her one
morning saying I should not be able
to go out on deck with her till after ¬

noon and nfter she had left me look-

ing
¬

rather sad I had to rush to my
Hiateroom for my forgotten penknife
nnd there was Clnlie

I confess It Mil prised me to see her
there without Invitation hut she ex ¬

cused It by snjlng that she thought I

wouldnt mind shed grown so tired
of her own stateroom and Mrs Delarlo
was always talking about people she
didnt know and wouldnt 1 just out
of pity let her lie In mv berth a while

My suitcase was open In the berth
I took It out and stowed It nnd then
Just out of pity I laid Claire down In
Its place nnd stayed with her That
one trilling uct probably changed the
course of my life but Im telling the
story ns It unwound Its length nnd
coiled lis entangling meshes over the
straight and narrow path my feet
were treading

It wus because of our common In-

terest In Clnlie that I saw n great
denl more of Mrs Delnrin that I other-
wise

¬

should have done It wob on the
Inst duy out that she II rat mentioned
her own children to me saying tlmt
one reason why shed been willing to
take the responsibility of Claire wus
that she was so like her Llln u girl
of thirteen In u bonrdlng school and
from Llln she went on to Eugene who
couldnt meet her al the steamer un-
fortunately

¬

because shed como back
two weeks early and he was In the
West

He seemed very near her heart and
after talking of him for half an hour
she either warmed to It or let slip by
accident I couldnt tell which the
words It the grief of my life and
of his poor boy that he detests my
profession so Hut what can I do

Your profession I What Is your
precbloh I exclulrard thrown quite

By JANE BUNKER
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a
out of my customary reserve In ask ¬

ing personal question
I thought she looked at mo in a

queer way and I saw she hesitated to
answer I was on the point of
apologizing for my Inqulsltlveness
When she stnrtlcd me by replying Im
a clulrvoyunt

I wus thrown off ray reserve still
more nnd couldnt help echoing A
clulrvoyant I In actual astonishment
bhe wus so different from what Id
hnve xpected to find under the name
She added quickly I saw you didnt
approve of didnt believe in the oc-

cult
¬

the day we talked about your ring
nnd Ive been nt pnlns not to not

to bore you with tnlklng shop there
are so many other Interesting things
thnt we hnve In common

I didnt wnnt her to feel uncomfort-
able

¬

nnd Inughed to renssure her Oh
Im not sot ngln if to tell you the
truth I dont know a blessed thing
nbout it except what one picks up In
the papers and of course

She fairly took the words out of my
mouth that I wns at the moniedt try-
ing

¬

to keep In Of course one gets
prejudiced nnd looks on that sort of
Ihlng us all fraud There wero both
nngcr nnd a twinkle In her eye ns
though she knew shed cnught me In
the act and then she added Its pnrt
ly what I went over for to look up
some new mediums with a view to hav ¬

ing them como to New York nnd give
seances

And from this she went on nnd de-
scribed

¬

some of the phenomena shed
nctunlly seen with her own eyes For
Inslance n llttlo pcnsnnt boy In the
fouth of France where she left mo to
guess nnd I fancied she didnt like to
trust me with the secret Jacques Le
rolls whoso phenomena were more
ivonderful than Burapla Pnllndlnos
He wns a physical manifestation me-
dium

¬

He was greater nt ten years
of age than Slnde

Still even Jacques Lerolls wasnt so
wonderful ns a young girl In Paris
she brought stones covered with drip-
ping

¬

seaweeds out of tho bottom of
the ocean nnd she had once brought n
live bird Into a locked room during n
sennce nnd hnd put It nfter It had
fluttered all about nnd everybody saw
It into a closed cage doranterlnl
Ized It twice in one evening sold Mrs
Delarlo This girl hnd only Oust be-
gun

¬

to develop materialization ns one
of her phases

I confess It struck me ns Mrs Dela-
rlo

¬

talked and told me how shed been
trying to make arrangements for one
of these persons to come over with her
that she was getting up new turns In
her own shows much as a vaudeville
manager hunts up new performers for
his She asked me to visit her In New
York not professionally but as n
friend nnd si 111 If I were Interested
nnd would undertake some investiga-
tions

¬

shed be glnd to help me nnd
I couldnt refrnln from saying That
Is youll put me next to some first
class spooks

I think this rather hurt ber for she
nnswered a little tartly You may not
be Interested now but you will be
The occult Is coming Into your life and
you cant prevent It Youll get mani-
festations

¬

thnt will at least that may
drive you almost insane If youre

not prepnred for them and dont know
now iu uunuie ine lorces mat arc
already at work about you And with
that parting shot thut of course any ¬

body might Ore Into you In self defense
or just to be a little nasty she went
awuy to Claire And Im going to con-
fess

¬

right here that In spite of my
skepticism I felt creepy

I also felt clearer In ray own mind
on many little things Id noticed nbout
Claire her coming to my stateroom
that time her constant hanging about
me even when she must have seen It
was Inconvenient for me to have her
and the way she seemed so much of
the tatter part of the voyage to be
trying to keep away from Mrs Dela-
rlo

¬

staying by herself In her state
room Had there been manifestations
occurring In the stateroom Or had
Mrs Delarlo been telling Clalro things
till sho got the child so nervous the
doctor was really serious over her

Mrs Delarlo wns not at dinner that
night and Claire leftgtha tnblo after
the soup and as I was busy packing
I saw neither of them until morning
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when all was bustle nnd excitement
for wed passed tho Statue of Liberty
nnd were steaming up the box nnd
wouldbe on dry Innd almost before wtf
knew It And then we were hnnglng
over the rail and looklngdown ut the
friends of the passengeis on the dock
and I heard Claire in an dgonlzed
voice Mamma Isnt meeting mo I

Claire began to cry not boisterously
Irut In a dreadfully pathetic lost child
way Into a very beautiful French em-

broidered
¬

hnndkerchlef and nil the
customs Inspectors gathered about her
and she asked them each In turn If
hed seen mammu nnd described mnra
ma nnd ho shook his head nnd told
her hed help her look fur mamma In a
minute as soon ns ho got the bnggnge
Inspected1 and Mrs Dclnrlo and I got
our suitcases opened and mode Claire
open her bags nnd her trunk nnd we
Implored the Inspectors to look nt our
meager belongings In n hurry nnd the
inspectors were nil too busy asking
Claire what her mother looked llkp
and Whnt hotel she stayed at and
Claire would use her e qulslte hnnd- -

kerchief on her more exquisite eyes
nnd sny she supposed It wns Hotel
dAngleterre they nlwnys stopped nt
dAngleterres when they traveled
Finally I managed to Induce an Inspec-
tor

¬

to take hlseyes off Cltilre for a
minute nnd devote them to tho bng ¬

gnge of n middle aged person my
self nnd he cast a glance over my
sultcnso and Mrs Delnrfos which wns
open on n bench beside mine nnd said
Thnts nil right Where does the

young Indy come from nnd Isnt It
awful her mother isnt here nnd may ¬

be shes met with an nccldfnt on ihe
wny and been killed

Claire heard him nnd almost faint ¬

ed Into Mrs Delarlos arms
Now Just n moment before ho snld

these words I noticed thnt one of the
two pnlrs of turquoise studded sllppors
hnd fallen between the two suttcuses
I picked It up nnd 1 wns on the point
of asking Mrs Delarlo If It belonged
to her when Clulre collapsed nnd three
seconds Inter I saw my cousin who
should hove met mecoming up on the
trot

He made the first sensible sugges-
tion

¬

thnt had bepn offered thnt as
Mrs Dclnrlo had Claire In charge
shed better take tho child home with
her and cable to the father for Instruc-
tions

¬

The slipper was all this while In my
hnnd and without giving It another
thought Indeed hardly being con-

scious
¬

what I did I stuffed It In
among some clothes in my own suit-
case

¬

and shut the lid and away we
went Wasnt It undor the clrcum
stunccs n perfectly natural thing to
do Well the moral is dolt tfont
every enrry off an old slipper unless
youre sure its yours Thnt old slip ¬

per nenrly cost mo my snnlty nnd my
llfel

Now when I unpneked I found the
slipper but even then it didnt occur
to me that It wasnt mine I merely
wondered how Id lost the mate nnd It
wns a couple of days before I got to
the bottom of the other suitcase and
found my own pair neatly done up In
tissue paper Of course I knew In-

stantly
¬

that the old slipper was Mrs
Delarlos and remembered then how
Id carried It off but I didnt have a
box suitable for sending It through the
mall to her so I set it on a chest
where Id be sure to see It and not let
It get mixed with mine meaning to
take it down to tho house as soon ns
I could find time for It And thus
several more days went by nnd I

forgot the slipper und that Mrs Jlmtn
son wns coming to clean I some-
how

¬

assumed thnt Mrs JImmson hnd
sense enough to see lhwns an odd
slipper nnd leave It on tho chest
where sho found It but you never
can tell what nnybody will do per
hnps shed have done Just the same if
Id told her not to for she mixed
those slippers up nnd set them In n
row beside my bed along with oxford
ties nnd bnth slippers

t
It wns on the day that Mrs JImm ¬

son cleaned that Claire came tripping
up to see me nnd toll mo thnt her fa ¬

ther hod arrived t
It was the first time Id seen her

since wed pnrted at the cable office
nnd of course I hnd to spare her a
few minutes and hear what she had to
say Shi was staying with her father
at a hotel mamma hadnt yet come
because grandpapa was dying every
day und she didnt dare to leave hlra
And then she suddenly wished to know
if all Americans lived the way Mrs
Delarlo did and did- - American ladles
work

I had to ask hor what she meant
and she explained that everything at
Mrs Dolarlos was sShinJIke the way
they lived abroad tha lira Deorio
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never lefti her bedroom unlocked If
o single mlnufe thut all the upstair
rooms were locked that she mad
her Clnlre keep her door iockeit
berause she said you never can

tell thrtt people most of whom were
strangers wero coming to the house
all dny from filne till live Mrs Dela
rlt callr d thPtU sitters i nnd cave
them rendlngs In an awfully queer
room where tho ihutters werent ver
opened nnd she Clnlre believed
that Mrs Delarlo took money foe
these readings though she uever would
sny what she read and If she took
money how could she be a lady
though she was very nice nnd kind
nnd pupa wanted her to keep her
Clnlre till her mother urrlved nnd
Mrs Delarlo wouldnt on account of
iiur work nnd what sort of w6rk could
It possibly be

J saw by thnt thnt Mrs Delarlo
hndnt taken Clnlre much Into ber con ¬

fidence Clnlre shld even her fnther
couldnt guess what Mrs Delarlo did
exactly though he thought he knew
a little only he didnt know that la-

dles
¬

did It In America
While I wns considering whnt Id

better say the clock struck nnd I
bounced out of my chnlr n n hurry
It wns the hour of an appointment
nnd here I wns Ave miles awny gos-

siping
I told Clnlre I hnd to run nnd she

followed me to my bedroom while I
got my cont nnd It wns she who ex-

claimed
¬

Why theres Mrs Delarlos
slipper Shes hunted everywhere for
It You picked It up at tho customs
house nnd put It In yotir suitcase

Im the thief I inughed slipping
on my cont

Clnlre took n couple of steps townrd
the slippers nnd said Ill take It back
to her

No my dear Just leave It I dont
know which Is hers I see Mrs JImm-
son

¬

1ms mixed them nil up nnd I
havent tlnjo to find out now

Oh I enn soon tell nnd Clnlre was
nbout to pounce on them but I headed
her off

Thats a mnlter for me to attend
to Clnlre and entirely between Mrs
Delnrlo nnd myself

By this time I hnd on my veil nrid
gloves nnd henrlng the clevntor stop-
ping

¬

at the floor I shooed Claire and
bolted for It

Now Id looked nt the slippers as
Clnlre spoke nnd they were stnndlug
HEEL TO TUG WALL between a
pnlr of oxford ties nnd a pair of
bnth slippers thnt were toe to the
wall as were all the rest but these
three slippers and I noticed this par ¬

ticularly and remembered It later com ¬

ing home In the cars when the Incident
recurred to me and I wondbred why
since Clnlre wns no longer with Mrs
Dclnrlo she had been so anxious to
tnke the slipper back nnd If she need ¬

ed nn excuse possibly to her fnther
for going to the house 4o see her
friend nnd how If It hntfht been for
Mrs JImmson I could hnve let her
tnke the slipper nnd been glnd to hnve
her do It nnd how Mrs JImmson must
hnve pleased herself In placing the
slippers Just thnt wny barks to the
wall so theyd show off to best advan ¬

tage as works of art and decorate the
room at large with their beauty and
how It must have puzzled her to And
three slippers nil nllke In ray room
not two not four but three and whjl
three And what would the good
creature say If I told her Id stolen the
odd one

These thoughts may seem too trivial
to mention but the point is that I
thought them and they were so obvi-

ously
¬

suggested by the wny JImmson
plnced tho slippers heol to the wall
But heres the unennny thing that hap ¬

pened When I got home one hour
nfter seeW them that way und turned
on the light my eyes fell upon the
slippers THEY WEBE ALL TOEINO
THE WALL

It gave mo such n shock thnt I sat
flop down on the bed So far as I
knew not a human soul had entered
during my absence of one hour and
some minutes nor wns there any evi-

dence
¬

that anything else In tho place
had been touched the other shoes
stood toe to the wall Just as Id seen
them when I went out with Clnlre

The spinster sees some
rubies that surprise her

fro ins coNTiNutui
Englands Mad Poet v

The nnrae Mad Joot wns applied
to Nathaniel Lee an English dram
atist who was born In llatllefd In
1G03 He wns the son of u Presbyte¬

rian minister of Hertfordshire who
conformed to the Reformation He
wns educated at Westminster school
nnd Trinity college Cambridge Koi
a time he was on the stage hut Infer
devoted himself to writing tragedies
of which he produced nbout a dozen
His first successful play was tlie Rl
val Queens 1031 known afterwards
as Alexander the Great In which oc¬

curs the famous line When Greet
joined Greek then was the tug of war
He collaborated with Dryden In Tbi
Duke of Guise 1083i Lee becum
Insane In 1CS4 and was confined li
he asylum for five years hence In

was silieu -- ine uaq roei lie aiei
j in n fit of Intoxication at London In
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GET READY

FOB FLU

Keep Your Liver Aotivo Your
System Purified and roo From

Golds by Taking Galotabs
tho Nauaealess Calomel

Tablets that are Do
v Ughtful Safo and i

- Euro

Physicians and Druggists aro advis ¬

ing thoir friends to keep their systems
purified and their organs- - in perfect
working order as a protection against
the return tof influenza They know
that a clogged up system and a lazy
liver favor colds influenza and serious
complications

To cut short ft cold overnight and to
serious complications take ode

alotab at bedtime with a swallow of
water thats all No salts no nausea
no griping no sickening after effects
Next morning your cold has vanished
your liver is active your system is puri¬

fied and refreshed and you aro feeling
fine with a hearty appetite for break
fast Eat what you please no danger

Oalotabs aro sold only in originals
sealed packages price thirty five mnta
Evory druggist is authorized to refund
your money if you aw not perfectly
dollghtod with Calotabs Adr

Platt That Is Shunned
One of tle most Interesting plants

In the Atlantic stntes Is the Virginia
wild ginger It Is found both In tho
Virginias nnd ns fur south as Qeorgh
There are several other species In the
Atlantic states as fnr south as Flor ¬

ida and northward to Connecticut The
-- ptnnt grows In very hilly nnd wooded
places nnd Is easily recognized by Its
kldncy shnpqd lenves nnd curious purpli-

sh-brown flowers These flowers
grow one to a stem No living thing
will ca Its bitter lenves nnd one rare ¬

ly sees the flower unless one hunts for
It forjt hides Itself out of sight if
possible

WHY DRUGGISTS RECOMMEND

SWAMP ROOT

Tor many years druggists have watched
with much interest the remarkable record
maintained by Dr Kilmers Swamp Root
the great kidney liver and bladder medi ¬

cine
It is a hyicUno prescription
Swamp Root is a strengthening medi¬

cine It helps the kidneys liver and blad
der do the work nature Intended they
ihonld do

Swamp Root has stood the test of years
It la told by all druggists on Its merit
and it should help you No other kidney
medicine has to many friends

Tie sure to get Swamp Root and tart
treatment at once

However if you with first to teat this
great preparation tend ten cents to Dr
Kilmer Co Binghamton N Y for a
sample bottle When writing be sura and
mention this paper Adr

Not Romantleal
Little Susans nuntlo writes lovo

stories occnslonally for magazines
Tho other day she did a mystery one
nnd told the family nbout It Little
Susan passed the news on to tier little
friend Yes It was a story nil right
her mother heard her say but It
wasnt a romantleal one not nearly
so romantleal as most she writes arc

BOSCHEES SYRUP

In these days of unsettled weather
look out for colds Take every pre¬

caution against the dreaded Influenza
and at the first sneeze remember that
Boscheos Syrup has been used for
flfty ttiree years In all parts of the
United States for coughs bronchitis
and colds throat Irritation and espe-
cially

¬

for lung troubles giving the
patient a good nights rest free from
cpughing with easy expectoration in
the morning Made in America and
kept as a household panacea In the
homes of thousands of families all
over tho civilized world Try one bottle
and accept no substitutes Adv

Electro Therapeutical Brush
A novel electro thernpeutlcnl brush

Instead of helng connected to the usual
battery carries Its own tiny genera
tor This generally supplies an In
flnlteslmally small current of SO to 201
Volts and Is operated through a chulu
of gears by working a little lever
placed beside the handle of tho brush

Cutlcura Soothes Itching Scalp
On retiring genUy rub spots of danf
druff and itching with Cutlcura Oint ¬

ment Next morning shampoo with
Cutlcura Soap and hot water Make
them your evory day toilet preparations
andhavo a clear skin and soft white
bands Adr

The Best Way
Traveler Will I have time to gei a

drink before the train leaves
Conductor yes plenty of tlmo v

TrnYeler How do I know the train
wont leavo without me

Conductor Well Ill go along and
hare a drink with you
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